THAI MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH DECLARES, 

“KWAO KRUA DOES NOT CAUSE CANCER”

Source: AUG 28, 2001 

Matichon Newspaper


Dr. Surapong Seubwongli, the deputy minister of Public Health Ministry said on August 27, many researchers from many organizations attended the conference of Pueraria mirifica’s (White Kwao Krua) committee, including researchers from Chulalongkorn University, National Cancer Institute, Medical Science Department, Mae Fah Luang University and others. The objective of this conference was to find ways of promoting White Kwao Krua as a supplement used in industry. Many of the researchers found that White Kwao Krua has demonstrated clinical efficacy, as a female hormone replacement in menopausal women. It tends to enhance breast size and may possibly treat Alzheimer’s disease, from research using the extract form of White Kwao Krua, has been shown to restore brain cells.  


“2-3 years ago, there was a White Kwao Krua boom in Thailand. Researchers of Public Health were concerned, the consumption of White Kwao Krua could have some chronic toxicity and could cause breast cancer; but, currently, the National Cancer Institute has confirmed that White Kwao Krua is not cancer causing. Furthermore, according to the experiments completed at King Rama VI Hospital, it is apparent that White Kwao Krua may protect against breast cancer in humans,” said Dr. Surapong. 


The National Committee was founded to support and promote White Kwao Krua to manufacture a healthy product for export. Mrs. Kruawan Samana, the consultant to the deputy Minister of Public Health was selected to be the President of the committee, together with representatives from Medical Science Department, Dr. Yuthana Smitasiri from Mae Fah Luang University, Mr. Wichai Cherdchewasart the researcher from Chulalongkorn University, representatives from the Thai Traditional Medicine Institute, representatives from the National Cancer Institute and representatives from the FDA to be committee members. The responsibility of the committee is to coordinate clinical research including improving the standards of research. Dr. Urusa Pisai, a researcher from the faculty of Medical Science, Ramathibodi Hospital is currently researching the consumption of White Kwao Krua, to calculate a therapeutic dose. Further results are expected, in 1-2 years.

          Dr. Pakdee Phothisiri, Director General of the Medical Science Department, Dr. Wichai Chokwiwattana, Secretary General of Thai FDA and representatives from the Thai Traditional Medicine Institute were appointed to improve the knowledge within 3 months and will submit a report to the Cabinet, afterwards. According to the accord, White Kwao Krua was classified as a herb. All formulations could only be registered as traditional medicine. While Europe, USA and Japan produce it in the form of a dietary supplement and use it as an ingredient in cosmetics. 

It was widely discussed at the conference that White Kwao Krua, in terms of patents and registration should relate to the activity and potency of White Kwao Krua. The registration should cover overseas registration, because more than 1,000 tons of White Kwao Krua have been smuggled from Thailand. We have to protect our National recourses and allow the people of Thailand to reap the greatest possible profit from White Kwao Krua. 

Dr. Penapa Sapcharoen, director of Thai Traditional Medicine Institute said that a researcher has done a clinical study and the results were that White Kwao Krua acted as a female hormone replacement in menopausal women. The Institute awarded additional grant money to Dr. Urusa to confirm the results of the study from Prince of Sonkhla University, comparing White Kwao Krua to birth-control pills containing estrogen. The results will be known at the end of this year. Moreover, the breast enhancement effects from White Kwao Krua are currently under study and there is a study researching safe doses in humans. At the present time, there are only studies in rats. Those results recommended 50-100 mg / day, which may not be valid data to use with humans. 
